
Early Years Evaluation
Prepared for the 
National Strategy for Early Literacy 
hearing in Fredericton, NB.

March 13, 2009



Objectives:

ÅTo provide you with an overview of the Early 
Years Evaluations (EYE).

ÅIllustrate the process for evaluating children 
entering kindergarten using the EYE.

ÅShare feedback, practices, and uses of the 
EYE.

ÅAnswer any other questions you may have.



The Early Years Evaluation (EYE) consists of 
two complementary components: 

the EYE - Direct Assessment (EYE -DA ) 
and

the EYE - Teacher Assessment (EYE -TA ). 



What is the EYE-DA?

The Early Years Evaluation-
Direct Assessment (EYE-DA) is 
an individually -administered 
direct measure of the 
developmental outcomes of 
children ages 3-6 years.



What does the EYE-DA assess?

Four developmental areas:

ãAwareness of Self and   
Environment;

ãCognitive Skills;

ãLanguage and 
Communication; and

ãGross and Fine Motor 
Development.



Why use the EYE-DA?

VAssess learning needs

VEnsure , to the best of our ability, that children make a positive 

transition to school

VProvide a baseline for assessing learning gains during the 

first few years of elementary school

VMonitor the early childhood outcomes of a school, community, 

or province

VMap community outcomes and relate them to community 

resources



The EYE is not used to:

×Label children

×Diagnose specific learning problems

× Identify children who are intellectually gifted



Evaluation process

ÅInitial presentation at an 
introduction to 
kindergarten meeting
ÅAdministered individually 

by a district evaluator 
(approximately 30 minutes)
ÅResults entered on line by 

evaluator, district 
coordinator, or data entry 
personnel (5-10 minutes)
ÅImmediate results and 

feedback for parents



Sample 

Parent 

Report



What are people saying about the 

EYE-DA?

ñNew Brunswick has a one-of-a-kind program to prepare both 
children and parents for the experience. Each district employs a 
coordinator whose role it is to determine not only what 
preparation is needed, but also what fears could be alleviated. 

It is designed to give parents and teachers information about 
where kids are developmentally.ò

- Brett Anningson
Times & Transcript
February 25, 2009



What are people saying about the 

EYE-DA?

ñWeôre using (the EYE-DA) in many different wayséone of them is 
for intervention or getting children the help that they may need. It 
may be through our program. It may be by referring them to 
outside agencies.ò ïAlyssa MacIsaac, the transition to school 
coordinator for School District 6 in New Brunswick

-Article by
Andrea McAuliffe

Telegraph Journal
January 24, 2009



Examples of interventions 
from 2007/08:
×child made scheduled visits to the school to experience and practice 

kindergarten routines

×parent and child attended one ½ day per week for five weeks in the spring 

or summer to learn language development strategies

× more intensive interventions involved full days for three weeks for parent 

and child with a second three week period of ½ days; work was done with 

the child with a strong parent component

× some children received special attention for 45 minutes per day for the first

five weeks of school




